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August 31, 2018 

To:  Members of the Historical Commission 

From:  Charles Sullivan   

Re: Case 3987: 10 Church St., by Kirche, LLC. Demolish existing theater and construct 

new mixed-use building 

An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish the Harvard Square Theatre at 10 

Church Street and construct a new mixed-use building in the Harvard Square Conservation District 

was received on August 14, 2018. A public hearing was scheduled for September 6.  

Site 

The Harvard Square Theatre is located on the south side of Church Street between Massachusetts 

Avenue and Palmer Street. It is sited on an 12,651 square-foot lot in a Business B (BB) district in the 

Harvard Square Overlay District (Map 169/Parcel 100). This district supports businesses, general re-

tail uses, offices, and multi-family residential. The allowable FAR is 2.75 (3.0 for residential) and 

the height limit is 80 feet. The assessed value of the property, according to the online assessor's 

property database, is $10,130,900, with $832,500 attributable to the building. The previous assess-

ment in 2016 was $9,528,900.  

 
10 Church Street. August 2018.         CHC photo 
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10 Church Street.      Cambridge GIS, Assessorôs map (both images) 
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The surrounding neighborhood is entirely commercial and institutional. The theater shares party 

walls with College House (1426-40 Massachusetts Avenue, 1845-70) and 28 Church Street (1857). 

It separated by a narrow alley from the Bank of America building (1414 Massachusetts Avenue, 

1956 and 1963). The opposite side of Church Street (in the Old Cambridge Historic District) con-

tains the First Parish Church and Parish House (1833 and 1901); the Christian Science Reading 

Room (23 Church Street, 1936); Cambridge 1 Restaurant (1922); and the former Cambridge Police 

station at 29 Church (1864). 

 

 
10 Church Street, 2014       ArcView, via Cambridge GIS 
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10 Church Street, northerly view, 2014      ArcView, via Cambridge GIS 
 

 
10 Church Street, easterly view, 2014      ArcView, via Cambridge GIS 
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10 Church Street, southerly view, 2014      ArcView, via Cambridge GIS 
 

 
10 Church Street, westerly view, 2014      ArcView, via Cambridge GIS 

  

 


